
Cognia, the agency that issues accreditation for Gwinnett County Public Schools, 
felt a special review was warranted based on information and complaints they had 
received regarding the school district. Below are answers to some of the frequently 
asked questions regarding this process.

What does this special review mean for our school district?
The purpose of this special review is to review the complaints Cognia received regarding GCPS, determine if 
the district is meeting Cognia’s Performance Standards for School Systems, and provide support to the district if 
warranted. District leaders will receive a written report from Cognia approximately a month after the visit that 
will include improvement priorities, if any are identified. 

When will this special review take place?
The special review will be conducted June 13-16. It will include interviews with a wide range of community 
members, including School Board members, the superintendent, teachers, administrators, students, parents, and 
other community members. 

What were the nature of the complaints?
According to the letter the district received from Cognia, the complaints primarily center on the Gwinnett 
County Board of Education upholding its duties as a governing body and selected members adhering to their 
roles and responsibilities as members of the Board. Examples of concerns specified within the complaints include
Board of Education Members:
• Exhibiting a lack of understanding regarding their roles and responsibilities as members of the Board;
• Not demonstrating collegiality with respect to their differences or working cohesively to promote student 

achievement and the success of the district;
• Not adhering to a Code of Ethics;
• Making decisions that seem unethical and discriminatory regarding the use of social media;
• Allowing discrimination to take place against students of color regarding to discipline infractions; and
• Not responding to a downward trajectory in student achievement within the district.

Will GCPS lose its accreditation?
No. Gwinnett County Public Schools is committed to ensuring its district accreditation is not at risk. 

Will information about the report and any findings be shared with the public?
Yes. Once the school district receives the complete report, that information will be shared with our community.

When will GCPS go through the full accreditation process?
Gwinnett County Public Schools’ current accreditation is set to expire in 2022.  
GCPS last had its External Review Team Accreditation Visit in March 2017.  
These visits occur every five years and leaders are currently planning for its  
districtwide accreditation visit.  
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